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The Fairfax Comprehensive Plan offers  
POLICES, OBJECTIVES AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
used to make decisions about the built and natural 
environment usually through the zoning process.

The Plan is formulated through community 
participation, reviewed by the Planning Commission, 
adopted by the Board of Supervisors   

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN OVERVIEW



COMPREHENSIVE PLAN OVERVIEW

Comprehensive Plan Components:

• Policy Plan and Area Plans
• Land Use Plan Map
• Transportation, Trails and Bicycle Master Plan Maps 



Concept For Future Development

4



MAJOR COMPREHENSIVE PLAN REVIEWS AND PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT

•PLUS

•PLANNING HORIZONS

• FAIRFAX FORWARD



1958 -1962: Four separately adopted subject area Plans: Residential, 
Commercial, Public Sewerage, Public Facilities   

1963-1973: Area Plans were developed; BOS initiated all planning studies. 
Citizen or landowners did not formally nominate amendments

1973: PLUS initiated following recommendations of Task Force-authored
“Proposal for Implementing an Improved Planning and Land Use Control System in Fairfax 

County”   

PRE-PLUS AND PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT 



PLUS AND PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT 

No Little Plans: 
Fairfax County's 
Plus Program for 
Managing Growth
by Gene Dawson, 
Grace Dawson

http://www.alibris.com/search/books/author/Gene-Dawson?aid=1198871
http://www.alibris.com/search/books/author/Grace-Dawson?aid=1198913


REVIEW OF
THE COMPREHENSIVE 
PLAN
AMENDMENT PROCESS
FAIRFAX COUNTY 
PLANNING 
COMMISSION
OFFICE OF 
COMPREHENSIVE 
PLANNING
AUGUST 31, 1985

PLUS MID YEARS AND PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT 



FAIRFAX PLANNING HORIZONS AND PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT 



AREA PLANS REVIEW 1993-2012 AND PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT 

MEGA STUDIES AND APR 
Springfield Mall Area  



Future Plan Amendment Database
• Spatial Mapping (GIS)
• Database search by:
- Amendment Number
- Amendment Type
- Supervisor District
- Outcome

AREA PLANS REVIEW 1993-2012 AND PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT 



AREA PLANS REVIEW 2000-2009 AND PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT 

2000-2009 Comprehensive Plan Amendments:
nearly 600 APR items nominated/225 adopted

- not all land use/density related
- schedule elongation

13 Special Studies: 
Tysons, Community Business Centers…    

48 Board authorized amendments

Source” State of the Plan, Published May 2012
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/dpz/projects/state_of_the_plan.pdf

http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/dpz/projects/state_of_the_plan.pdf


Fairfax Forward

Activity Center 
Studies

Neighborhood 
Planning Studies

Countywide/Policy 
Plan  Amendments

Board-authorized 
Amendments

Comprehensive 
Plan Amendment 

Work Program

Adopted July 2013 – Replaced Area Plans Review process

Comprehensive Plan Review based on a Plan Amendment Work Program -
Reviewed every two years by the Planning Commission
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FAIRFAX FORWARD AND CITIZEN ENGAGEMENT
2013 -2015 Activity centers and neighborhood studies; and Board of Supervisor authorized 
amendments

http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/dpz/fairfaxforward/work_program/adopted_work_program.pdf

• Reston Phase II
• Fairfax Center Phase I and II
• Seven Corners

Public participation plan for each study in collaboration with Supervisor: 
• Public engagement before finalizing process, and during review and analysis
• Land Use college or other topical presentations 
• Use of internet tools to expand outreach and study understanding
• Surveys to gauge response  

http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/dpz/fairfaxforward/work_program/adopted_work_program.pdf


FAIRFAX FORWARD AND CITIZEN ENGAGEMENT

Create additional online tutorials 

Offer more land use colleges

Create formal site specific nomination process 
similar to APR 

Institute citizen involvement in screening 

Partner with Office of Public Affairs (OPA) to 
increase public outreach  

BE JARGON FREE!!!!



Countywide/Policy 
Plan  Amendments

Area-wide/ 
Neighborhood 

Planning Studies

Site-specific 
Amendments 

(North/South County 
Cycle)

Board-authorized 
Amendments

Comprehensive 
Plan Amendment 

Work Program

New!

Goal of proposed changes - Address concerns raised by community about
participation, and increased number of Board -authorizations 
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EXAMPLES OF OUTREACH
Process

Plan 
amendments Process

Plan 
amendments Process

Plan 
amendments

Examples

Letters/Notices

Meetings
Task Force/ Other 
General 
Charrettes

Citizens Guide
Tabloid 
Staff Reports:
hard copy
on-line

News Releases
Mtg Handouts
Flyer/Poster/Sign 
Fact Sheets

Internet:
Interactive Maps
Web Pages
List Serv
Facebook
You Tube
Podcast
Online chat
Channel 16 video

Fairfax Forward Planning Horizons PLUS 
1975-1989 1989-2013 2013- present

http://www.slideshare.net/fairfaxcounty/fairfax-
forward-6-2012website

http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/dpz/embarkrichm
ondhwy/

Embark website and videos:

Fairfax Forward on-line survey:



Resources

Visit the Fairfax Forward website:
- http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/dpz/fairfaxforward

Send an email to: 
- DPZFairfaxForward@fairfaxcounty.gov

Like us on Facebook
- https://www.facebook.com/fairfaxlanduse

Call our office:
- (703) 324-1380

Visit us:
- The Department of Planning and Zoning, Planning Division 
12055 Government Center Parkway, Suite 730, Fairfax, VA 
22035

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiXgcaSn9XLAhUD8j4KHZYCAv4QjRwIBw&url=https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:F_icon.svg&psig=AFQjCNHvQZIvN8leCZJNVkIwbYx3MXCOZA&ust=1458768706778673
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiXgcaSn9XLAhUD8j4KHZYCAv4QjRwIBw&url=https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:F_icon.svg&psig=AFQjCNHvQZIvN8leCZJNVkIwbYx3MXCOZA&ust=1458768706778673


Questions?



FAIRFAX FORWARD AND CITIZEN ENGAGEMENT

Actual Print & Postage Costs
Four Most Recent Area Plans Reviews

2004 North 
Co APR

2005 South 
Co APR

2008 North 
Co APR

2009 South 
Co APR

Tabloid (print) 9,290
154,000
copies

20,550
178,000
copies

9,240
154,000
copies

21,360
178,000
copies

Tabloid (postage) 30,912 49,593 32,412 52,029
Citizen’s Guide (print) 1,000 1,400 1,925 2,100
Notification Letters (print) 135 600 370 480
Notification Letters (postage) 500 2,220 1,554 2,016
Nomination, Staff Report 
& Summary Books (print)

13,749 42,337 8,705 22,821

Totals $55,586 $116,700 $54,206 $100,806
Prepared 2-6-2017 by Harry Rado 

Be cost and resource efficient


